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Advent 2013 Study Classes

All-new Kidz Worship
Starting in 2014, the Children’s Ministry will introduce an allnew worship experience for our kids! It’s called Kidz Worship
and it will start on Sunday, Jan. 5th, 2014 during the 9:30
Sunday School hour for children in grades K-6. What is Kidz
Worship exactly? Let’s face it, children learn things in
extraordinary ways! They like to play, they like to move, they like to discuss,
and they like to experience; Kidz Worship does just that! Through a 25 minute
worship experience, we will learn our Bible story, hear a mini-message, sing
together, learn prayers, and experience what it means to be God’s Kidz!
Ultimately, our goal is to teach our children about worship in a way that makes
sense for them and share God’s love for them. So whether you’ve been
attending every week or been away for a while, we’d like to take this time to
welcome you to this new experience for your Children! Are you willing and
able to get involved? If so, please contact our Director of Children’s Ministries,
Jennifer Fuentecilla at Jennifer.fuentecilla@fumccv.org.

Mexico Mission Trip!
Pastor Brian, Leonor Garrison & Beckie Henselmeier will be leading
a mission team to Ensenada, MX on Thursday, January 16th Monday, January 20th (MLK Jr. Weekend). Children
younger than high school age must be accompanied
by an adult. There are two work options presently
available: Home Construction (no experience
required) and Children’s Ministry. We will be serving
under the direction of YUGO Ministries. Please sign up
as soon as possible to confirm your spot! No “walkins” available! http://www.fumccv.org/winter-mission-trip-2014/
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Thankfulness Facebook
Postings
On Thanksgiving, you might have noticed a
flurry of postings on Facebook from our
Children's Ministry and what they're thankful
for. If you missed it, we asked a simple
question: What are you thankful for? And
here were a few sweet replies:







I'm thankful for my grandma and
grandpa because they are so nice and
bring me to Sunday School.
- Kylie, age 5.
I'm thankful for food because it helps us
not be hungry and sad.
- Emma, age 6.
I'm thankful for my blankie because it's
warm.
- Lotus, age 3.
I'm thankful for food because it helps
you have a good life; well but not the
sweet things, like candy, they're not
very good for you. - Ian, age 8.

Thank you to the sixteen boys and girls who
helped answer our question and share with
us all a little of why they're thankful!
Beckie Henselmeier,
Director of Pastoral Ministries

Men’s Bible Study - Dave Balk, leader - Disciples Lounge
The men’s bible study group will wrap up the year with 3
special messages from Man in the Mirror on Wednesday
nights at 6:30 in the Disciples Lounge. Each of the 3
messages are independent of each other, not part of a
series, yet each address men’s issues that we deal with
on a daily basis. Come join us on December 4th, 11th and
18th as we wrap up another successful year of men’s
ministry.

Join us for one of our

Christmas Eve Services

Chuck Kishpaugh, leader - Library
The Library Class will be studying scriptures leading up to
and during the birth of Christ. Scriptures will include the
stories of Zechariah, Elizabeth, Mary, Joseph, The
Shepherds, The Wise Men, Herod, Simeon, and Anna.
During each week the focus will be on a passage of
scripture telling a portion of this incredible story. What
part do each of the afore mentioned people have in
this story? What are some of the ways God was acting
and even now acts in the world?
Upper Room - Hal Kingsley, Leader - Room 216
Women's Ministry class - Anneke Doty, Leader Discovery Center
These two classes will use "Silence and other Surprising
invitations of Advent" by Enuma Okoro as the basis of
their study. Usually when we think of the Advent story,
Mary, Joseph, and the angel Gabriel come to mind. This
book study approaches Advent a little differently,
inviting us to sit for a while with Zechariah and Elizabeth
and the story of how they came to bear their only son,
John. The beautifully written meditations for each day of
Advent look closely at the doubts and longings of
Zechariah and Elizabeth, as you reflect on your own
experiences of hungering for God. Class members are
asked to purchase their book from their favorite
bookstore.

4pm
Family Service

6pm
Classic Worship

11pm
Candlelight & Communion

Merry Christmas and a Happy 2014!
From your FUMC CV Staff
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Financial Stewardship
Campaign Update

A special thank you to all of those
who have pledged for 2014. We
appreciate your response and
commitment to help support the
activities of your church next year.
Your contributions are the primary
source of funding for all of the
great people and ministry
programs that make up your
church. We received pledges for
over $500,000 in contributions for
2014 during the Financial
Stewardship Campaign. These
pledged contributions are
consistent with pledged
contributions we expect to receive
for 2013. However, in 2013 the
church also received a special
bequest of $50,000. This bequest
was critical in meeting our needs
for 2013. As a result, we are
currently about $50,000 short of
meeting all of our recurring needs
for next year. We are praying that
this difference will be covered by
those who have yet to pledge for
2014 and others in our
congregation that may be
generous enough to increase their
existing pledge to help us meet this
shortfall. Again, we are very
thankful for the level of giving
received to date and know that
these are difficult financial times for
most of us. Please visit our website
at www.fumccv.org to make a
pledge for 2014 or contact Sue
Meyer at Sue.Meyer@fumccv.org to
increase your existing 2014 pledge.

Blue Christmas Worship Service
Sunday December 15th, Fellowship Hall
Potluck Dinner 4:30 pm/Worship 5:30 pm
For many people, the Christmas season can be a
complicated and difficult time of year; a reminder of
what has been lost or never had. Life circumstance
such as unemployment, illness, the death of a loved
one, even the “hustle and bustle” of the season can often contribute towards a sense
of sadness or feeling “blue”. Join us for a quite service of hope. Hear through
Scripture and music that God’s presence is for those who struggle and mourn; God's
Word offers us strength and comes to shine light into our darkness.

Staff Christmas Gift

Christmas is right around the corner! Members of the congregation frequently ask the
Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) what they can get the church staff as a gift.
We would like to express our gratitude to the staff of FUMC.CV by gifting them a
special celebration dinner. Traditionally, the staff and their spouses/guests enjoy a
dinner together at a local restaurant in January, after the busy Christmas Season. We
invite you to join in the gifting, therefore making this event a celebration for the staff by
the church members. If you would like to participate in this gift, please mark your
contribution “Staff Gift” and put it in the regular offering plate or send it to the Church
Office. If you have questions, please feel free to contact Beth Gavrilovich (SPRC
Chair) at 619-656-4953. Thank you in advance for your generosity.

Permanent Endowment Fund

Are you thankful for the ministries provided by Chula Vista FUMC?
Have you ever thought about providing a gift to the church to
express your thanks that would last well into the future? That is the
purpose of the Permanent Endowment Fund. The Endowment
Fund maintains the principal portion of your gift while allowing the earnings to be used
in an area of the church that you specify. The gift can be a monetary gift today or a
part of your estate plan. We currently have funds started in a number of areas:
Mission Fund – for missions in and beyond the local church & community
Property Fund – for maintenance, care and improvements to our facilities
General Fund – for special needs and ministries determined by church leadership
Specifically Designated Funds – established by donors for a specific purpose including
scholarships and music ministries
If you are interested in how you can contribute to one of these funds or create a
special fund that supports a specific ministry that is close to your heart, please contact
Karl Bunker, chair of the Permanent Endowment Committee, at 619-426-3817 or
kpbunker@pacbell.net or the church office.

Blanket and Jacket Drive

This year the Men’s Ministry will again be collecting jackets
and blankets for the homeless population of downtown San
Diego. It is that time of year to clean out your closets and
bring in your new or slightly used blankets and jackets.
Collection boxes will be located in the Narthex and the
Fellowship Hall on Sunday, December 1st and 8th.
Matthew 25:35-36 For I was hungry, and you fed me. I was
thirsty, and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger, and you
invited me into your home. I was naked, and you gave me
clothing. I was sick, and you cared for me. I was in prison,
and you visited me.’
On any given Wednesday morning, our campus is
swarming with church members who are dedicated
to a ministry that saves the Church thousands of
dollars – the “Wednesday Morning Work Crew.” On
a typical Wednesday morning, one person might be
painting, while others are doing electrical work or changing light
bulbs in Fellowship Hall, while still others are working on the sprinkler system, or the
indoor plumbing, or repairing a cabinet in the Preschool. The list of projects is as
endless as their dedication to serving God with their time and talents. If you ever
want to see “stewardship of service” at its best, stop by the campus on a Wednesday
morning. Many thanks and blessings to this incredibly hard working ministry team!
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Being a
DISCIPLE

Let’s

December 1-First Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 2:1-5, Psalm 122 (UMH 845), Romans 13:11-14,
Matthew 24:36-44
Challenge: Matthew 24:44 This week think how you are
ready for the coming of Jesus.

LONG TERM CARE: Abigail Obias (Alice Bautista’s daughter);
Beth Ablola; Bonnie Walton; Carmen & Angel Caguiat;
Charlotte Helms; Claude & Nancy Yates; Esther Maier; Grace
Roberts; Janine Hatz Allen; John Natividad; Jon Peterson (Karen
Polk’s brother); Julio & Rosa Lozano (Alice Bautista’s uncle);
Kevin Campbell (Bonnie Walton’s grandson); Margaret
Schuerger; Mary Rainer; Mireya Sixsmith; Nina Welch; Patti Scott
(Mary & Paul Price’ daughter); Sylvia Leighton (from Nancy
Rinner); Victoria Coulter; Yoly & Bill Cyr; Zanna Hickman.

December 8-Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 11:1-10, Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 (UMH 795), Romans
15:4-13, Matthew 3:1-12
Challenge: Matthew 3:2 This week think of what you
need to repent to God and do it.
December 15-Third Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 35:1-10, Luke 1:47-55 (UMH 199), James 5:7-10,
Matthew 11:2-11
Challenge: Matthew 11:4 This week go and tell someone
what you know about God.

IMMEDIATE CONCERNS: All those affected by Typhoon Haiyan,
our friends in the Southeast Asian seas; Alpha Classes, Alpha
Global Action Team; Armando Lara Calderon (from Cristina, Liz,
Miguel Amaral); Barbara Wilson (from Pamela Basa); Bible Study
Class; Bob Ellison’s family; Brandon Yutsus, Jenna Yutsus,
Amanda Fulton; Candy & Tiffany & Danielle & Chris Scott; Anja
Feller & April Gooley-Olsen, Bailey & Susie Garcia, Christy
Vasquez, Garrison Family, Heidi Sorour, Megan & Dona Sala,
Nadja Libbertz, Pangilinan family, RaeLynn Fuson, Richardson
family, Sarah & Rose Krueger, Williams family, Youth Group,
Steve Scott; Carl Polk - Joy! David & Claudia Ayala and family
(from Marilyn Henry); David Kemler; Dolores Nostrates; Elsa
Robles y su familia; Eric Swanson‘s friend Tom Parry and his
family; Fred Peters’ brother Wayne, wife, & nephews Shawn &
Andres; George Peterson; Isagani & Carmelita Trine’s brothers
and sisters; Jaime Alarcon, Tammy Alarcon’s Aunt Videt, Tammy
Alarcon - Joy!; Jim Tesch; Crystal Day’s son Jamie Nieto; Janine
Hatz Allen, Jennifer & James Olschlager, Phillip Nittolo, Nancy &
Ben Haverick & Oakley, Mark S., Rick & Jody Livesay; Jason,
Suzee, Marisa, Isabella Matias; Jessica Nostrates; Joy! – for son
Joshua born to Ana & Chris Gomez on Nov. 6, @ 9 lbs 6 oz, 21
inches ; Joy! - to see this vital congregation and see the
ongoing ministry! (from former FUMC CV Pastor Dan & Mary O.
Benedict, visiting from Hawaii); Karen Polk; Keri Balk; los
parientes de Arnoldo Ramírez: hermano Marín Enformedad,
hijos Arnoldo y Consuelo Trabajo, y el esposo de Consuelo:
Arnoldo Trabajo; Mark Palumbo (from Scott Shaw); Ministerios
Hispano (desde Frank y Herlinda Perez); Perk Snow’s cousin Bob
Cramer; Sara Penfold’s mother Judy Matthews; Severiano &
Helena Basa, Frances Knight, Gene Estepa; Barbara Wilson
(from Pamela Basa); Stephen Kirkwood; Tom & Perk Snow’s
granddaughter Natalie Curie; TSA officer Gerardo Hernandez’s
family and friends; Victoria Hall and Arlie Johnson (from Willie
Gunn).

December 22-Fourth Sunday of Advent, Year A
Isaiah 7:10-16, Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 (UMH 801), Romans 1:1
-7, Matthew 1:18-25
Challenge: Matthew 1:21 This week confess your sin and
leave it behind you.
December 29-First Sunday After Christmas Day, Year A
Isaiah 63:7-9, Psalm 148 (UMH 861), Hebrews 2:10-18,
Matthew 2:13-23
Challenge: Matthew 2:20 This week think about the life of
Jesus and reject the evil that tries to put out Jesus’ life.

Let Us Pray
Come, long-expected Jesus. Excite in us a wonder at the
wisdom and power of Your Father and ours. Receive our
prayer as part of our service of the Lord who enlists us in
God's work for justice.
Come, long-expected Jesus. Excite in us a hunger for
peace: peace in the world, peace in our homes, peace in
ourselves.
Come, long-expected Jesus. Excite in us a joy responsive
to the Father's joy. We seek His will so we can serve with
gladness, singing and love.
Come, long-expected Jesus. Excite in us the joy and love
and peace it is right to bring to the manger of our Lord.
Raise in us, too, sober reverence for the God who acted
there, humble and heartfelt gratitude for the life begun
there, and spirited resolution to serve the Father and Son
through the Holy Spirit.

DEPLOYED MILITARY & THEIR FAMILIES: Bryon Pieper; Vicki Miller.

We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, whose advent we
hail. Amen

Our counseling center is here to help anyone dealing with
concerns about teenage bullying, depression or suicidal
ideation. Please contact Lighthouse Psychological Services South @ (619) 318-8175.
http://www.fumccv.org/lighthouse-psychological-services/

Pathway (USPS 953400) is published monthly by the First
United Methodist Church of Chula Vista, 1200 East H Street,
Chula Vista, CA 91910-7728. Office hours: 9am-5pm Mon-Fri.
Articles deadline: 15th of every month. Mailed: 4th Tuesday.
Periodicals paid at Chula Vista, California.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Pathway
1200 East H Street, Chula Vista, CA 91910.

Photo Directory Pictures
If you had your picture taken for the directory and did not
purchase extras, your free 8X10 can be picked up in the
church office. Thanks you for participating in this program.
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All of the Thanksgiving meals have been
delivered to the Good Neighbor Center. The
GNC has reported a total of 5,000 clients
being served each month in September and
October (Nestor & Chollas View combined).
Thanks to the generosity of our congregation,
meals will be bountiful for many of the folks in
our community on Thanksgiving day—what a blessing!
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28

21

8am Men’s Breakfast
12pm Angel Tree Lunch

14

10am Angel Tree
Packaging
7:30pm Christmas
Choral Concert
7

Chapel Prayer Time

Campus Closed

3
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New Years Day!

Our most recent At Your Service Day took place on
Saturday, October 18th. We had 10 volunteers who
completed six projects. The volunteers welded a gate at
the preschool, repaired a washing machine water supply
valve, installed a new light bulb in a high ceiling, carried a
rocker out of a house for disposal, washed windows at two
homes, did some light gardening and repaired a lawn
sprinkler system. The weather cooperated again (sunny
and cool), and both the volunteers and recipients were
well pleased and felt blessed. Thanks to the following
volunteers who turned out to help on this day: Chuck and
Grady Ebel, Dave Kemler, Chris and Amy Kosifas, Melissa,
Dennis, Mackenzie and Kaitlyn Spence, John Wimberly.
We had a successful year and would like to thank all of our
volunteers. Our next At Your Service Days will be scheduled
for next year so stay tuned for details.
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Angel Tree
Angel Tree giving
started on the
17th of
November. We
celebrate all
those who have
purchased gifts to give to
the children of an incarcerated parent. We had a
testimony again from a family that has received help from
this missional giving. Many thanks to Artcel Ruiz for
coordinating this annual event and to all those volunteers
who make this event a success.

Christ the King Sunday - November 17th
Voices in Praise joined with our Sanctuary Choir in providing
the anthem for Christ the King Sunday. Christ the King
Sunday is the last Sunday of the Christian year. The next
Sunday is the beginning of Advent.
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5pm Caroling

On Sunday,
October27th, 2013
former pastor, Dan
Benedict and his
wife Mary O, visited
our church. They
are retired and live
in Hawaii. It was
surely a joy to have them visit.

Concert Series - Navy Band
On October 20th, the Navy Band’s Wind Ensemble kicked off
our 2013-2014 Concert Series with a patriotic and heartwarming
selection of music. Led by Director, LT Diane Nichols, the band
played favorites such as Anchors Aweigh, Star
Spangled Banner, America the Beautiful, and
Stars and Stripes Forever. They broke down into
three different smaller groups and played
amazing selections such as Sechs Bagatellen, Irish
Tune from County Derry, Premier Quator,
Firedance, and Pirates! 2.0. Their soloist, Maia
Rodriguez, did a beautiful job and brought tears
to many with her rendition of Eternal
Father. Following the concert the band joined
the concert goers on the quad for a cookie
reception. It was a terrific way to start off the
concert
season! Donations
received
benefited the
Navy-Marine
Corps Relief

Concert Series - Bunnell Strings

1

Campus Closed

2
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Merry Christmas!

4pm Family Service
6pm Classic Worship

24
23
22

Blue Christmas Worship Service
4:30 Potluck Dinner

6pm NLDC Meeting 6:00 Finance
Meeting

25

Campus Closed

20
19
18

4

15

8

Last Day for Blanket
and Jacket Drive Collection

9

16

4:30pm Adult
Discipleship
Meeting

17

6:30 Trustees Meeting

11
10

3
2
1

6:00pm – 8:00pm Disciple
11:00am – 12:00pm The Crossing

6:00pm Prayer Ministry
Meeting
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6:30pm – 7:30pm Senior High
Bible Study
7:00pm–8:00pm Spanish
Ministries Music Rehearsal

6:00pm – 8:00pm Disciple
Bible Study-After Alpha Group
9:45am – 10:30am Spanish Sunday School

6:00 Café Con Amor

13
12

9am Men/Women’s
Breakfast @Galley

6
5

7:00pm – 9:00pm A.A. Meeting

6:30 PM Cherub Choir & Voices in
Praise
6:00pm Grupo de Jovenes

6:00pm–8:00pm Cubscouts

7:00pm – 9:00pm Sanctuary
Choir Rehearsal
4:30pm – 5:30pm LIFT Group
4:30pm – 5:30pm Bell Choir

9:30am – 10:30am Sounds of
Grace

5:30pm – 7:30pm Girl Scout
Troop

4:00pm – 6:00pm Chapel

9:30am – 10:30am Confirmation
Class

3:00pm – 5:00pm Chapel
Prayer

4:00pm – 6:00pm Chapel

9:00PM—1:00PM
4:00pm – 6:00pm Chapel

9:00am – 3:00pm Dehesa
Charter School
10:00 AM—12:00pmSpanish
women’s Bible Study
8:00am – 9:15am Day Break
Worship

9:00am – 3:00pm Dehesa
Charter School

9:45am Preschool Chapel

FUMC.CV Recap

At Your Service Day Report

10:00am Preschool Music Time
4:00pm – 6:00pm Chapel

Sat
Fri
Thu
Wed
Tue
Mon
Sun

December 2013

Thanksgiving
Food Drive

On Sunday, November 17th, the Bunnell Strings presented a
wonderful program on the second offering of our 2013-2014
concert series. Playing to a large audience of both church and
community members, this group of talented young musicians
blew the audience away with their complete presentation.
Performing a mixture of pieces arranged for strings that
included arrangements of Beatles tunes as well as traditional
hymns, the Bunnell's demonstrated their impressive musicianship
and the kind of ensemble that can only be achieved by family
members. This concert was truly a blessing to all who attended
and a great continuation of a wonderful music series at our
church.

Military Appreciation Sunday
November 10th was Military Appreciation Sunday. With many
active and retired members who have served us and our
country, we are grateful for all they have done and the
sacrifices they have made for us. Our
own Francisco Garcia-Velasquez
preached on the
text from John
15:9-17.
He is in seminary
preparing for the
chaplaincy.
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