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Youth Christmas Party
'Tis the season for
celebration! All youth grades
7-12 are invited to the Annual
Youth Group Christmas Party
on Sunday, December 17th
from 6pm-8pm. Come and enjoy some Christmas music, hot cocoa, games,
and a White Elephant Gift Exchange! Youth are encouraged to wear Christmas
sweaters (ugly or not), bring friends, bring Christmas goodies to share, and
bring a wrapped gift ($10 maximum value) for the gift exchange. For more
information, contact RaeLynn Fuson in the Church Office 619-656-2525 or raelynn.fuson@fumccv.org.

Christmas Carol Breakfast
All are welcome, men, women and children for the annual Christmas Carol
Breakfast, sponsored by men's ministry. The morning begins at 9:00am on
December 2 with a delicious breakfast served for $6.00 per person. Music
program will be led by Jerry Kaehr, featuring many of your favorite sing along
Christmas carols.
Additionally there will be several guest singers for your entertainment. What
an awesome way to begin the season as we prepare to celebrate the birth of
our savior.
Christmas Concert
Sunday, December 10 at 4pm. Please
join the FUMCCV Sanctuary Choir and
Sisters in Song along with our children’s
choirs and Crossing band for a musical
celebration of the Christmas season. We'll
be performing holiday favorites like "O Holy
Night," "Do You Hear What I Hear?," and more! There will be a
dessert reception in the Fellowship Hall immediately following the
concert. All are welcome! Childcare is available infant through five years
during the concert.

Tidings of Joy!

Save-the-Date
On Sunday, December 3, the staff will be holding an Open House to show off the newly
renovated offices. After each worship service, you will be able to tour through the offices
and enjoy a light snack in the Rose Garden.

Two Important Congregational Meetings
December 3, 2017
Fellowship Hall
Meeting #1 – Assessment Reading (2:00 – 4:00 pm.)
Rev. Nicole Reilley, Cal Pac Conference Director of New Ministry, will be with us to present and interpret the results of
the recent congregational assessment that we were encouraged to complete online. This presentation will set the
foundation for the work of our leaders going forward in their vision and planning tasks. Everyone is welcome to attend
this meeting that will be in interesting look into our congregational life.
Meeting #2 – Church Conference (4:30 -5:30 pm.)
This is the annual meeting of the members of our congregation to make decisions on leadership, clergy salary
packages and candidates for ministry. This year the presiding Elder is Yongwan Kim the Pastor of Park Hill UMC in
Chula Vista.
**in between the two meetings light refreshments will be served and it will be a good time to fellowship and connect with
other leaders at FUMCCV.
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UMW’s “No-Bake-Sale” Luncheon
Monday, December 18 at
11:00 a.m.
Please join us for food, fellowship, and fun.
Open to all women, and organized by the
United Methodist Women of Chula Vista. In lieu of a ticket, please come
prepared to make a donation to cover costs and for the Missions of the
Methodist Church (local, national, and international). This event will be held in
the Fellowship Hall at FUMC, Chula Vista

Angel Tree
Angel Tree is a ministry that supports children
who’s parents are incarcerated during the
holidays. One facet of this ministry is local
organizations, like our church, purchase gifts
for the children that are then delivered to the
child “from” the parent. The goal is to assist
in maintaining a bond between parent and child. Here at FUMCCV our
members purchase the gifts, wrap them and return them to the church. All
the children are then invited to a special time of gathering at the church
where they participate in a number of activities and also receive the gift. If
you would like to assist in the Angel Tree Event on December 16 please
contact Artcel Ruiz at artcel.8.ruiz@gmail.com or 619.861.5309.

For catering purposes, please RSVP by December 10 by email
(pamhay@cox.net), or leave a message at 619-421-4443. We look forward to
seeing you there!

Christmas Eve Services - Sunday, December 24
10:00am - Family Service - Sanctuary
This service will have something for everyone and each child in attendance will
receive a special gift.
6:00pm - Traditional Service - Sanctuary
A traditional worship service featuring the Sanctuary Choir.

Christmas on Overload Service
December 17

8:00pm - Xing Xmas Modern Worship - Fellowship Hall
Band and modern elements to telling the ancient and sacred story of Christ’s
birth.

Soup & Salad Dinner in
Fellowship Hall 4:30pm

11:00pm - Candle Light & Communion Service - Sanctuary
A beautiful, thoughtful worship experience featuring Sisters in Song.

Service 5:30pm in the Chapel
Once again our church will host a special service that is open to all of the
congregation and is designed for those who might cringe at the thought of
Christmas. Are you the person that is trying to make Christmas "perfect" but
you are just not connected into the message of Christmas? Are you
overwhelmed with the thought of the baking, decorating or buying the
tree? Does the thought of family gatherings stress you out? This service is
open to all who are overwhelmed, not only by grief and the loss of family, but
also with the act of "doing Christmas" If the Grinch stole your Christmas we
invite you to this special service open to our entire church family and guests
that is especially designed for those who may not feel all that joyous at this
special time of year.

New Year’s Eve
All Worship services will take place at the regular Sunday morning times
and locations.
8am—Daybreak w/ weekly Communion—Sanctuary
9:30am—Sounds of Grace—Sanctuary
11am—the Crossing—Fellowship Hall
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November Recap
Kairos
Kairos has now been completed for the Fall. We had 57
Dozen cookies baked for the prison inmates participating in
the event in October. The Christian churches provided over
45 thousand dozen ....WOW!!!! Yard B had 4 Odinist (this
belief is new-paganism - spreads among white
supremacists. Taking root among skinheads, new-nazis &
other supremacist's). , believer's denounce their faith and
accepted to become Christians. The have began a new walk
with Christ. 106 men accepted the cross at graduation and 2
deferred due to their belief's. Next walk will be in March
2018, we can use some more volunteer's to see God's
amazing work being done with these folks.
We collected 120 Thanksgiving bags for The
Good Neighbor Center to distribute to families
for their Thanksgiving dinner.

Samahan Filipino American Performing Arts Center
Colorful costumes, lovely and interesting music, and dances
from a number of eras of Filipino culture were enjoyed when
dancers from the Samahan Filipino American Performing Arts
Center gave a performance on November 5th.
Children and adults were the featured performers dancing the
Maglanda, Malaguena, Paso Doble , and Binasuan dances as
well as others.
Two of our young members even took a try at Tinikling to
everyone’s delight.
This was the second of our Concert Series
performances. The next will be the Christmas Concert
featuring all the adult and children’s choirs on December 10th.

Join Us In Prayer
Immediate Concerns (October 14 – November 15, 2017): Amanda Fulton (from Marla Fulton); Baby Anabel Leclerc – Joy! (from Traci & Mike Schuck); Anna
Lizarraga’s husband and children; Annika Daglish (from Heather & Tom Daglish); Cathy Shaw; Chuck & Jan Kishpaugh’s son-in-law Rich and Chuck &
Jan’s daughter Deb; Chuck Dobbs and his daughter (from Esther Natividad); Dottie Biggers; Eric and Rexanna Swanson’s daughter-in-law Nikki Prescott;
Esther Natividad – Joy!, and Concern: Esther’s sister Emma; James & Kathy Kolar’s dad Mike; Jennifer & James Olschlager, Phillip Nittolo, Stephen
Rodriguez and Janine Hatz-Allen; Jennifer Cole – Joy! and Concerns: Brett Thorndberry, Bill Waclo and Bill’s caregiver Shirley Waclo; John & Frances
Anderson; Kathleen Carroll’s brother Bob, and Kathleen’s cousin Lolly; Lupe L., Dolores M., Chela and Mikey, Tanner family, Mary Leonard (from Kevin
& Mary Leonard); Marilyn Henry’s friend Lisa; Mary and Homer Craft and their grandson Dan Wright; Mike & Traci Schuck; Monica Kirkwood (from Sharon
Kirkwood); Nancy Rinner; Pastor John Giffin and his family; Peggy Powell; Peggy Sammons; Rosalie Williamson’s sister Paula Brown and Rosalie’s
friends Rich & Bridget King; Ruiz family; Samantha Schuck’s associate’s co-worker’s three year-old daughter Melody; Steve Scott – Joy for daughter
Danielle!, and Concerns: Steve, Candy, Tiffany, Danielle, Alice, Brian, Caser & Libby Scott; Steve, Tanya, Rocco and Veronika Castaneda; Sue Bennett –
Joy! for new greatgrandchild Emily Sofia, and Concern: Sue’s sons Rodney & Steven; Tammy Alarcón – Joy!; Ted Doughty – Joy!; UPS Drivers (from
Tammy Alarcon); Virginia & Fred Polley – Joy!; Warren Jardine.
Long Term Prayer List: Adriana & Mayda Gonzalez and family (Jannette Garcia’s sister & mom); Anna Nagy; Betty Bixler; Karen Polk; Carolyn Gaetske;
Charlotte Helms; Nancy Yates; Frank Wise (from Ted Doughty); Ginny Fleming; Homer & Mary Craft; Inez Scott; Jack & Kay Mundell; James & Jennifer
Olschlager, Jr. (Janine Hatz Allen's son-in-law & daughter); Janine Hatz Allen; Jeanne Brunner (from Margaret Frank); Jean Hay (Alan Hay's mom); Jerry
Smith (Shirley Kingsley’s son); Jim Tesch; Jon & Kathy Peterson (Karen Polk's brother & sister-in-law); Keri Balk; Kim Kolar (James Kolar’s sister); Marco
Garcia and his children (Jannette Garcia’s brother-in-law); Mickie Pruitt; Mireya Sixsmith; Nina Welch; Phillip Nittolo (from Janine Hatz Allen); Robert Sack;
Ruth Ratliff; Stephen Rodriguez; Tonyette Pope.
DEPLOYED MILITARY and THEIR FAMILIES
Major Richard Jahelka, USMC (Marcia Jahelka’s son)

December 2017

On the 12th of November we celebrated
Veterans Day. We thanked our members for
their service.
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Let Us Pray
Dear Heavenly Father,
We praise you for all your blessings poured out on us, your
children. Help us to remember your children around the
world. We worship you as we are in awe at your power,
mercy, kindness and love. We pray that you would open our
hearts in this Advent season, so that we might prepare room
to accept the gift of the coming of your Son. Thank you for
that gift. We pray that our minds might be at Peace to fully
understand how we must respond to our Savior, and how we
should live our lives for your glory. Thank you for that
challenge. We pray that our hands and voices might be used
to give generously to others the same kind of Love that
Jesus showed us how to share. Thank you for using us to be
that vessel. We pray that our lives might overflow with the
Joy of knowing that you are always with us. We thank you for
sending your presence in the form of a baby.
We pray that we might be more able to live in this world in
the light of the Hope that Jesus brings. Thank you for
sending the Hope of the World.
All these things we pray in Jesus’ name and to your glory.
Amen
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First United Methodist Church of Chula Vista
Annual Blanket, Jacket and
Sock Drive
It is that time of the year again to
clean out your closets and find your
extra jackets and blankets. This year,
we will also be collecting "new
socks". Men’s Ministry will be
collecting new and slightly used
jackets, blankets and socks for the
homeless folks of San Diego. Collection boxes will be located in the Narthex
and the Fellowship Hall now through December 2nd. All Men’s, Women’s and
Children’s jackets and new socks will be accepted and greatly appreciated.
Donated items will be delivered to the distribution center at God’s Extended
Hand.

Daytime: (619) 656-2525 -- FAX: (619) 421-7190

Email: info@fumccv.org Website: www.fumccv.org
Rev. Dr. Brian T. Parcel: Lead Pastor
Rev. John Farley, District Superintendent
Bishop Grant J. Hagiya

The church office will be closed on
December 25 & 26.

~NURSERY AND CHILD CARE ARE AVAILABLE DURING WORSHIP AND ON WEDNESDAY NIGHTS~
SUNDAY WORSHIP
8am Day Break
9:30am Sounds of Grace
11am the Crossing

SUNDAY SCHOOL
9:30am Children
10:30am Adults
11:00am Children

WEDNESDAY NIGHT SPECIAL
6:30pm Classes & Studies

CHAPEL PRAYER / MEDITATION
9am—Noon & 4—6:30pm M-F
9—Noon Saturday only

First United Methodist Church
1200 East H St
Chula Vista, CA 91910
Upcoming Sermon Series

move·ment

Sermon Series
Wednesday, November 8 - Sunday, December 17
When did Christmas get so chaotic? How about on the very night Jesus was
born? We tend to picture softly lowing cows and a warm, cozy stable when
we sing Christmas carols, but it couldn’t have been very lyrical. Soldiers
marched in the street. People were pushing and shoving. You couldn’t find
an empty room and food may have been scarce as well. In short, Bethlehem
was the picture of bedlam. But in the midst of confusion and turmoil, God
broke through and Jesus was born. This Advent we will explore how God
can still be heard over our human noise. One of the challenges today is that
Christmas begins so early, according to the storefront displays, so this year
we are going to get a jump start on preparing for Christmas, not just by
getting our shopping done early but also by preparing our spirits early.

Calling all Angels and Elves
We need your help in decorating the Sanctuary
and Fellowship Hall for Advent. Please join the
Worship Ministry team at 9:00 am on Saturday
morning, December 2. From teens on up, if you
can give us an hour or two we can use your
services to beautify our two worship spaces for
Advent and Christmas. For more information
contact Lynda Reynolds 787-8040 or Howard Sixsmith 395-1282.
Staff Christmas Gift
Christmas is right around the corner! Members of the congregation frequently
ask the Staff Parish Relations Committee what they can get the church staff
as a gift. We would like to express our gratitude to the staff of FUMC.CV by
gifting them a special celebration dinner. Traditionally, the staff and their
spouses/guests enjoy a dinner together at a local restaurant in January, after
the busy Christmas Season. We invite you to join in the gifting, therefore
making this event a celebration for the staff by the church members. If you
would like to participate in this gift, please mark your contribution “Staff Gift”
and put it in the regular offering plate or send it to the Church Office.
Donations can also be made through the church website giving link.
Thank you in advance for your generosity.
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January 7 - February 4, 2018
One way this word, movement, is defined is -- a group of people working
together to advance their shared political, social, or artistic
ideas. Christianity began as a movement, a group of people gathered by
Jesus to advance the idea of a loving, gracious, sacrificial and generous God
working for complete redemption of all of creation. Movements are organic,
passion filled, purpose centered, have a life and spirit of their own…...they
are often begun by people with overwhelming passion who are willing to pay
the price of going against the tide. This is the original nature of Christianity
and it is exciting. At some point the passion that fuels a movement burns out
or a movement morphes into something else like an institution or
organization and it loses something in this transition. So here are the two
important questions as we look ahead into a new year…...1. How can we
maintain the passion filled nature of Christianity 2,000 years after it began?
and, 2. How can you as an individual have a faith propelled by this
overwhelming passion in 2018?

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday
9:00am - 5:00pm
PRESCHOOL
(619) 482-8228
9am– 5pm M-F

Periodicals rate

Address Service Requested
Dated Material

Financial Stewardship Campaign
Discovery Weekend: Save the Date! Coming February 16th-18th, 2018
is the first ever annual Junior High Discovery Weekend! What is Discovery
Weekend? Discovery Weekend is a spiritual formation retreat for middle
school youth, run as a ministry of the Upper Room. Discovery invites the
entire church family to live out the baptismal promise to create a community
of love and forgiveness. In this environment, middle school youth are
encouraged to strengthen their faith with foundational Christian teachings
and experiences. Students will enjoy talks from church members, former
youth, parents, and more as well as games, small groups, prayer and
reflection times, and worship. Registration opens January 21st, 2018 - be a
part of it! Questions? Contact RaeLynn Fuson in the church Office - 619656-2525 or raelynn.fuson@fumccv.org

Pathway (USPS 953400) is published monthly by the First
United Methodist Church of Chula Vista, 1200 East H Street,
Chula Vista, CA 91910-7728. Office hours: 9am-5pm Mon-Fri.
Articles deadline: 15th of every month. Mailed: 4th Tuesday.
Periodicals paid at Chula Vista, California.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Pathway
1200 East H Street, Chula Vista, CA 91910.

Many thanks to all who responded so quickly and generously to this year’s financial stewardship
campaign. The results are now 150 households pledging $560,204, which is an average pledge of
$3,735/year. Of the 150 households responding, 68 increased their pledge by an average of $562/yr.
Making a financial pledge each year is such an important part of your faith journey, and is critical to the
church’s ability to plan ministry. We still need over 50 households who pledged last year but have not
done so yet this year. If you have not yet made your 2018 pledge, please mail the card you received in
the mail ASAP. We will be doing an additional mailing in the coming week to all who have not yet
responded. Thank you!
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