First United Methodist Church of Chula Vista
1200 East H Street
Chula Vista, CA 91910
Phone: 619.656.2525
Website: www. fumccv.org
Fax: 619.421.7190
Email: info@fumccv.org

Rev. Dr. Brian T. Parcel, Lead Pastor
Rev. John Farley, District Superintendent
Bishop Grant J. Hagiya

Sunday Worship
8am - Day Break
9:30am - Sounds of Grace
11am - The Crossing

Sunday School
9:30am - Children
11am - Adults
11am - Children

Church Office Hours
Monday - Friday
9am - 5pm

Wednesday Night Special
6:30pm Classes & Studies

Chapel Prayer / Meditation
9am - Noon & 4 - 6:30pm M - F
9am - Noon Saturday Only

Preschool
(619) 482-8228
7am - 5pm M - F

~NURSERY AND CHILD CARE ARE AVAILABLE DURING WORSHIP AND ON WEDNESDAY NIGHTS~
Address Service Requested
Dated Material

December
Scriptures

Periodicals rate
Postage Paid

Dec 1 - Luke 1:46-56
Dec 8 - Luke 1:46-56, Galatians 4:1-7
Dec 15 - Luke 1:46-56, Matthew 2:7-23

Dec 22 - Luke 1:46-56, Luke 2:8-20
Dec 29 - Isaiah 63:7-9, Hebrews 2:10-18

Why Should I Join a LIFE Group?
A LIFE Group is a gathering of people that will meet
between 2-4 times a month. These groups are small,
not usually bigger than 12 people. LIFE groups
provide a space for discussion, questions, doubts,
service, and learning more about God, self, and
others. Overall, the goal of life groups is to connect
people to Christ and each other – in essence, to do life
together. We have life groups for all ages and stages of
our church family.
For more information about LIFE Groups, contact
Jennifer Fuentecilla at jennifer.fuentecilla@fumccv.
org or (619) 656-2525.
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Making New and Stronger Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World

Christmas Season
Singing Mary’s Song

an Advent Message of Hope and Deliverance
an FUMCCV Advent Sermon Series

Mary is a powerful figure in Christianity, revered as a saint and sometimes
elevated to near deity status. Before she was any of this, she was a poor,
uneducated, unwed, mysteriously pregnant young girl. In a vision of angels
she is told of this great gift that God is giving her in this child. We can
imagine that she was first speechless. Then she responds with what we know
in scripture as the Song of Mary. This Advent we will delve more deeply
into this song using a wonderful book written by John Strohman a United
Methodist Pastor. As the book says, “When Mary learns that she will be the
mother of the Messiah, she sings an unusual song. It’s not just a sweet lullaby
anticipating her baby’s birth. Instead, Mary’s song is an aria of freedom and
hope for the homeless, the hungry, the refugee and the powerless.” Advent is
both a precious and powerful time in our lives each year, join us this Advent
as we explore this precious and powerful song of Mary.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
4:00pm - Family Service - Fellowship Hall - This service is especially designed with children in mind.
6:00pm - Classical Service - Sanctuary - A traditional worship service featuring the Sanctuary Choir, a
procession of the Holy family, and candlelight singing of the classic hymn, Silent Night.
11:00pm - Candle Light & Communion Service - Sanctuary - For many people this service marks the true
beginning of Christmas.

Church Conference

Dec

Sunday, December 15, 4pm
15
Fellowship Hall
Church Conference is the annual congregational meeting where everyone is welcome and members are allowed to
vote on the various items. Each year this meeting includes votes on lay leadership, clergy salary packages, candidates
for ordained ministry and other administrative items. This year the Rev. Dr. Ron Griffen, Pastor at El Centro UMC,
has been assigned to preside over the meeting. We will begin promptly at 4 pm. and conclude within the hour.
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Christmas is right around the corner! Members of the
congregation frequently ask the Staff Parish Relations Committee
what they can get the church staff as a gift. We would like to
express our gratitude to the staff of FUMCCV by gifting them
a special celebration dinner. Traditionally, the staff and their
spouses/guests enjoy a dinner together at a local restaurant in
January, after the busy Christmas Season. We invite you to join
in the gifting, therefore making this event a celebration for the
staff by the church members. If you would like to participate
in this gift, please mark your contribution “Staff Gift” and put
it in the regular offering plate or send it to the Church Office.
Donations can also be made through the church website giving
link. Thank you in advance for your generosity.

Gift Wrapping
Fundraiser
Vista
Street, Chula
| 1200 East H
mber 21, 2019
Saturday, Dece
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Hours: 11:00
Gift Wrapping
PM
9:00 AM - 12:00
Gift Drop-Off:
PM
7:00
5:00 PM Gift Pick-Up:

Christmas Party: ’Tis the season for celebrations! All
students 7th-12th grade are invited to the Annual Youth
Group Christmas Party on Sunday, December 15th from
6pm-8pm.

Gift Wrapping Fundraiser: Spend more of your

time being present with family and friends this holiday
season and let the Youth Group take care of your gift
wrapping needs! On Saturday, December. 21st from 9am7pm, the Youth Group will be hosting Santa’s Workshop
providing gift wrapping services.

Undecorating: Everyone knows the joy and excitement

that comes when you break out the Christmas decorations.
Deck the halls, hang the stockings, and rock around that
Christmas tree! But do you tend to drag your feet when it
comes to UN-decorating? This year, don’t! Instead, consider
hiring the youth to help UN-decorate your house, condo,
office, etc. Scheduling will begin late December - $15 per
youth per hour (minimum 2 youth). Email raelynn.fuson@
fumccv.org to add yourself to the interest list!

Dec

16

Monday, December 16, 2019, at 11am in the Fellowship Hall
This event is one of our main fundraisers for local, national,
and global missions of the United Methodist Church

Mexico 2020
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Staff Christmas Gift

The Annual United Methodist Women’s
No-Bake-Sale Luncheon

Youth Activities

Please give generously on the day, in lieu of buying a ticket
(minimum suggested donation $8). Your RSVP will help us to
minimize the cost of catering this event

For the last 8 years a crew of people from FUMCCV have travelled
south of the border to Ensenada, Mexico to live out the teaching
of Jesus to, ‘love thy neighbor.’ All year long we do lots of work in
our local community of Chula Vista and in the wider region of San
Diego (Good Neighbor Center, God’s Extended Hand, Inner Faith
Shelter, Storefront Shelter, South Bay Community Services, New
Entra Casa….), and for this one weekend we go south to serve these
neighbors who are living in a region that is heavily impacted by
human migration. Our work there is to build homes.
This year we will have a team of over 50 people (children, youth,
college students, adults and retirees) and we will build four homes.
Over the last 8 years we have built 22 – this means 26 families
that will have secure housing because of FUMCCV. Each of the
participants on the mission team pays for their food, lodging and
transportation. Each of the houses costs just under $7,000 to build.
One of our houses is already paid for through a grant for college age
ministry that we received which means our total fundraising need
for this year is $20,000.
If you would like to join the team on the trip call/email Pastor Brian
ASAP: 619-656-2525, brian.parcel@fumccv.org.

FUMCCV MUSIC MINISTRY PRESENTS

Wonderful
A Musical Celebration of the Season!

Please RSVP to Pam by email at pamhay@cox.net, or leave a
message at 1-619-421-4443 by December 11.
Come enjoy friendship, fellowship, fun and food with your sisters
in Christ

Preschool Program
Parking will be reserved for
preschool families until 11am
on December 9th and 10th .

Blood Drive

DECEMBER 8, 2019 • 4PM

Sunday, Dec 8th
8am-1pm

Dec

8

Mark your calendars!
FUMCCV is partnering with the San Diego
Blood Bank to host a community blood drive.

Children's Choirs resume
Wednesday, January 15, 2020
POLYPHONIX resumes
Sunday, January 26, 2020

Featuring our Christmas Choir, Sisters in Song,
Crossing Band, Polyphonix, and a special
dramatic presentation by our children's choirs.

FUMCCV Sanctuary
1200 East H Street
Chula Vista, CA 91910

December Congregational Devotion
Every month this year our FUMCCV Prayer Ministry has provided
a prayer/devotional emphasis for the church. Some people use this
as their sole daily devotional and others augment their usual daily
devotional – no matter how you use it, we hope it has been a help to
you an we plan to continue the practice in 2020. There is something
special about everyone in a church reading the same scriptures and
praying the same prayers each day. For December we have a special
Advent Devotional that is published by the Society of St. Andrew.
You might know about this organization, they work with farmers
and volunteer groups to glean fields of excess crops that are then
distributed through food banks to the hungry across America. The
devotional has a scripture, short story and a prayer for each day. It is
a wonderful devotional and we hope you will enjoy it. You can pick
up your copy in church on Sunday November 24 or December 1,
or you can pick it up in the church office midweek. Don’t miss out,.
Pick up your devotional and get started on your Advent Journey.

Financial Update
I want to thank you for being a partner in the ministry and mission of The First United Methodist Church of Chula Vista. Ongoing
financial contributions are making a difference in the lives of many people, and through your giving, you are sharing with others and
reaching them with the Good News of Jesus Christ.
In the next weeks you will be hearing more about how we as a congregation are seeking to grow and answer God’s call, as we will
posting campaign updates each week. To those of you who have already retuned your 2020 pledge card, please know your personal
commitment has been incredibly helpful in helping develop the 2020 budget. If you have not yet returned your card with a pledge, I am
asking that you pray about how you want to answer the challenge to grow and I invite you to consider joining the growing number of
our members who experience the joy of giving. It is important that everyone participate, even if you are not making a change from your
prior pledge.
God has blessed us, and we give to His church in order to bless others and to strengthen the mission and ministry of the church.
To date, our 2020 Pledge Campaign has been a tremendous success:
•
•
•
•
•

109 households pledging $453,140
Average pledge = $4,157 per year
34 households increased their pledge
Only 13 decreased their pledge
9 new pledging households

These are all signs of a healthy church that is poised to take the next steps of growth in the midst of challenges. This year specifically will
be a challenge for us financially, we have lost 24 giving units by way of out of state relocation, death, or withdrawal from FUMC-CV due
to denominational/local church conflict. We mourn the loss of these members, but we continue on as a congregation to grow as a church
according to God’s will.
Again, I thank you for your support. Giving in the manner that you do does not simply happen – it is the result of faith, trust, intentional
choices, and a life of discipline. Thank you for joining us in creating a culture of generosity that touches every person in our church.
Thank you,

Ariana Horcasitas

Fall Festival

The Children's Ministry would like to thank all who volunteered their time, donated candy and delicious baked goods,
provided prayers and support for our 2019 Fall Festival. The morning was a huge success with a face painter, cakewalk,
bounce house, games, crafts, costume contest, music, Halloween candy and delicious tacos!
All who attended had a wonderful time! Thanks be to God.

All-Saints Service

Fifty five names were read at this year’s All Saint’s Service, for each one
a candle was lit, a bell was tolled and the name was read again for all
the congregation to hear. Some of the names were familiar to many of
us, for they had been long time members of FUMCCV. Others were
only known to a family member or two who submitted their names for
the service. Either way, the room was filled with the spirit and memory
of each of these people and it makes this service something special to
behold each year.

Military Appreciation

Each year on the Sunday closest to Veteran’s Day we celebrate at FUMCCV.
All Veteran’s are encouraged to wear some or all of their uniform, there is a
slideshow before worship with all the photos of our Veteran’s, Lynda Reynolds
erects a wonderful display in the Narthex with more photos and Howard
Sixsmith secures flags from each branch of the military to display in the
sanctuary. It is a good day of thanking those who have served so well.

Gay Men’s Chorus

On Sunday, November 3, 2019, 100 audience members
were treated to an outstanding concert, entitled
"Thankful", by the 34 member San Diego Gay Men's
Chorus Chorale in our Sanctuary. This is their 2nd visit to
FUMCCV over the last 2 years, and a wonderful reminder
as we have experienced and acknowledged God's blessings
over the Thanksgiving season and approach the Advent
season in preparation for the celebration of Jesus' birth!

