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Making New and Stronger Disciples of Jesus Christ
for the Transformation of the World

Sunday Worship
9am - Traditional (Virtual)
11am - The Crossing (Virtual)

Outdoor Communion Services
12pm - Wednesdays
2pm - Sundays

Church Office Hours
M - Th 9am - 5pm

Morning Prayer Time
8:30am - M-Th
Online via Zoom

Quarantine Cafe
9:45am - Zoom (Virtual)
11:45am - Zoom (Virtual)

Preschool
(619) 482-8228
8am-4pm M - F

Address Service Requested
Dated Material

October
Scriptures

Periodicals rate
Postage Paid

October 4 - Matthew 22:37-39, Acts 2:43-47
October 11- 1 Peter 2:4-5, Matthew 6:1-15

October 18 - 1 Thessalonians 1:6-8, Mark 1:16-20,
John 13:12-15
October 25 - Romans 6:20-23, Luke 15:11-32

October Finance Update
Dear FUMCCV family,

I want to express my deepest gratitude to all who through the month of August caught up in their giving. We saw a
huge turn, and for the first time in 6 months we hit our budgeted amounts in pledges and identified giving. FUMC
of Chula Vista is such an encouraging testimony of what it means to trust God, and to love one another.
Our tithes and offering are only a part of our spiritual discipline, but most importantly a way to show that we trust
God who provides all of our needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.
As we approach the end of this year and start preparing for our next campaign, I pray that you are encouraged by
all that God has done in your life. How he has remained faithful even when we have not. It is my hope that we all
continue to trust God and finish this year spiritually strong, and that we can freely share with others all that he has
blessed us with.
Sincerely,
Ariana Horcasitas
Director of Finance and Administration

Meetings in October

All meetings will be held via Zoom, an online video and phone application. You will receive an email or phone call
with instructions for connecting via video or phone a few days prior to your meeting.
Tuesday, October 6
Prayer
5:30pm
Tuesday, October 20
Finance
7pm

Tuesday, October 6
Trustee’s
6:30pm
Tuesday, October 27
Church Council
7pm

Tuesday, October 13
SPRC
7pm
Wednesday, October 28
Preschool Board
5pm

October
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Stewardship

We have been living in the Covid-19 reality now for over six months and that has caused us to
alter so many aspects of life. Many things have changed, while a few have remained the same. One
that has remained the same is a Fall Stewardship Campaign here at FUMCCV over the month of
October. Here are a few key points:
• FUMCCV is fully funded by our giving, there is no funding from the denomination or others sources, so
basically we will decide what services and opportunities we can provide based on what we are willing to support
• The response to this campaign will determine the budget numbers for 2021
• We need EVERYONE to fill out a pledge card based on your best
estimation of giving for 2021
o Of course, life changes, which means you may have to decrease
your giving throughout the year or you may even find yourself in a
situation to increase
• Pledge cards will be mailed to your home, one can be picked up in the
church office lobby, or there is an electronic pledge card on our website
• You can return the cards via mail, e.card, drop off in the church office,
turn in at the Wednesday/Sunday Communion Services, or turn in at the
November 1 Drive Through Blessing.
• The information, including your giving levels, that you provide on your
pledge card is only known to two people: the Pastor and the Director of
Finance & Administration
• If you do not turn in your pledge card by the end of October you will
receive a reminder call to do so
We will be praying for you and we invite you to enter into a time of prayer
& discernment about your financial support of FUMCCV in 2021.

Trunk or Treat

Military Appreciation Sunday

Great News!! Mark your calendars for Saturday, October 31st. This year, between the hours
of 10am and 12pm, the FUMCCV Children’s Ministry will be hosting a safe, socially-distanced
trunk-or-treat event! Trunk-or-treaters will arrive at the west end of the church parking lot
(nearest the church office) where they will be greeted by staff at a check-in booth. There, a
COVID-19 clearance will take place (temperature checks, questionnaires, attendance log and
mask inspections). Once the trunk-or-treaters are ready to begin collecting candy and other
treats, participants will be directed to begin at the first car. Each car, decorated in the spirit of
Halloween, will be strategically parked throughout the church parking lot to allow for social-distancing measures.
Additionally, a table will be provided for car owners to set out their treats, allowing for touch-free candy delivery. Trunkor-treaters will follow the clearly marked path to each vehicle, ensuring the event progresses in one direction.

Are you serving now, or have you ever served in the Army, Navy,
Marine Corps, Air Force or Coast Guard? We would like to honor
you and your family’s service to God and country in worship. On
Sunday, November 15, we will celebrate the selfless service rendered
by our military veterans and their families at both services. Veterans
include all who are currently on active duty, reservists, retirees, and
anyone else who has proudly worn the uniform of our country. Not
only will we honor the living, but will also remember those who have
passed away, some who paid the ultimate sacrifice in service to their
country.
Knowing that hardships and difficulties inherent in military service
not only affect the service member but also their spouses and
children, we will also be honoring them.

We need your help to make this event a success. Interested in decorating your car? Please register your
trunk here at this link (https://forms.gle/tme16Wc7HjSBjGoD8), or use the QR code to access the
registration form. Pick a theme or create your own design. You could win a prize for best decorated trunk!
Have fun, get creative, and be a safe candy station for the children of our community! We could use the
following items to make the day spooktacular for the children:
-Bags of Candy (nut-free)
-Halloween decorations
-$10 donation

To help us honor your service, the Worship Ministry team is
encouraging you to do three things:
1. Provide a digital photo of yourself in uniform to the office by
Monday, November 2. Please put your name, rank, rate, rating, branch
of service and dates of service. Email your photo to info@fumccv.org.
(If you provided a photo previously, there is no need to send a new one.)
2. Watch one of the worship services, and let us know in the
comments or via the attendance card that you’re watching.
3. Invite a military friend or family to attend worship with you.

Thank you in advance for your support of our Trunk or Treat Halloween Morning at FUMCCV! For more questions regarding this event,
contact Children’s Ministry Director Kati Schmitz at kati.schmitz@fumccv.org or call our church office at (619) 656-2525. Thank you!

Thank you for your service! We are looking forward to honoring you.

All Saint’s Day

Did you know the tradition of All Saints’ Day is older than Halloween and in fact Halloween is a derivative of
All Saints’ Day? Each year at FUMCCV we hold a special worship service in the sanctuary to remember those of
congregation, family, and friends who have died in the past year. It is a solemn, powerful and poignant service. Each
name that is submitted to the church is read, a candle is lit, and a bell is tolled – celebrating that while this person is
absent from the body they are present with the Lord.
On Friday, November 1st at 7:00 PM we will come together to celebrate the lives of those who have gone on to glory
during the past year. Anyone who has lost a family member or close friend since November 1, 2019, regardless of
where they may have lived, and wishes to have them remembered at the All Saint’s service, can be included. Please
				
submit the name of your loved one, any titles they may have carried (military, clergy, etc.)
				
and their date of death to the office, either by email (info@fumccv.org) or by phone at
				
(619) 656-2525. The deadline to submit names is Monday, October 25.
				All are invited to join us to celebrate the Saints of FUMCCV who have passed from
				
this life to the next in the last year. The service will be held virtually on Sunday,
				
November 1st at 7:00 pm. We will send out the link via email, or you can check our
				
YouTube page (www.youtube.com/fumccv) for the service video.

Connect with us online!
www.youtube.com/user/fumccv

@fumccv
@fumccv_youth

www.facebook.com/fumccv

Prayer Garden Memorial Benches

Would you like to remember a family member or a fellow
congregation member with a lasting gift to our church? If so,
you might consider purchasing a memorial bench for our prayer
garden. Our current benches are deteriorating and will soon
be unsafe to use. If you are interested, please contact Ariana
Horcasitas at ariana.horcasitas@fumccv.org.

First United Methodist
Preschool is open and now
enrolling! We have full-time
and part-time options available.
Please call the preschool at
619-482-8228 or email us
at preschool@fumccv.org to
reserve your child’s spot today!

2020 - 2021 Elijiah Collective Interns

It’s safe to say that this academic year will look vastly different for students young and old. Here at FUMCCV, we are
grateful to be able to continue on with our SDSU Internship Program, the Elijah Collective. We have adapted the
program to meet the changing needs of this congregation and community, as well as the students at SDSU. This year
we are blessed to see some returning faces and reprised roles as well as some news ones! Meet our interns...

October Prayer Calendar

Katie Mercer - Intern for Children’s Ministries

Katie is a junior at San Diego State University in the College of Education, majoring in liberal
studies. Originally from Chula Vista, Katie is excited to be continuing her higher education
journey in her (& our) beautiful home of San Diego. In her free time, Katie loves hiking in
Mission Trails Park & watching sunsets with friends at Mission Beach. This will be Katie’s third
year as the children’s ministries intern here at the First United Methodist Church of Chula
Vista. Over these past two years, she has really enjoyed getting to know all of the children &
families who are a part of our church, & has learned how to effectively engage children of all
different ages, a crucial skill for her future career as an elementary school teacher. This year,
she is looking forward to engaging with our KidZone children & their families over a virtual
platform. Stay tuned for fun, new, socially-distanced children’s ministries initiatives coming
your way!

Marc Gonzales - Intern for Business, Finance & Administration

Marc is a junior at San Diego State University majoring in Economics and minoring in
accounting. As a native San Diegan he is happy to stay close to home for undergrad, and
work as an intern at his former pre-school. It is exciting to see Marc flourish into a strong
young man after seeing him grow and learn at First United Methodist PreSchool. He has
been the accounting intern for FUMCCV throughout the year and has enjoyed learning
valuable communication skills, as well as utilizing skills he learned in the classroom at SDSU.
His excitement is clear to see as he pursues new goals for this fiscal year, and as he works
on reporting data for the FUMCCV budget. His interests also include photography, hiking,
reading, and watching movies.

Amber Najera - Intern for Youth and Young Adult Ministries

Amber is a senior at San Diego State University majoring in Hospitality and Tourism
Management with an emphasis in Meeting and Event operations. She has been active at
FUMCCV all 22 years of her life and was inspired to enter the event planning aspect of the
hospitality industry because of her volunteer experiences with the church’s events since 6th
grade. She enjoyed it so much that she decided to make a career out of it. Amber is hoping to
gain a deeper understanding of what goes on in the planning part of youth and young adult
events and take on the challenge of doing that in a new socially distanced environment where
we can enjoy ourselves, but also stay safe and limit direct contact with one another. This means
creating safe spaces both physically and emotionally for the youth and young adult ministries
to gather to strengthen their faith and return to some amount of normalcy with in-person
support. Amber is looking forward to spending the academic year working here gaining
experience, building relationships, and working on her own faith as well.

Aries Ramirez - Intern for Missions & Community Outreach

Aries is excited to be joining our community as the Missions & Community Outreach Intern.
They are currently a senior at SDSU in the major of Anthropology. Aries is interested in
studying cultures and people of the world, and then using their knowledge to give back to the
community! Aries loves music and used to sing in their church choir in their youth, and it’s
something they’ll always be passionate about whether listening or performing. Aries hopes to
learn more about effectively serving this community and working with others to do so in the
process, so they can continue to serve throughout their professional career.

				
				
				
				

In September, we began a new sermon series called Core Principles. Last month’s Prayer Calendar was			
focused around this idea, and this month we are continuing to look at these concepts. There are daily Bible
passages to read and a question that goes along with the passages that would be good for discussion,
journaling, or personal reflection. Below are the weekly themes and Scripture passages for Sundays.

				
Core Principles – Introduction
				
As Christians, our primary document is the Bible. If we are people of the Book, our life should be defined by this
				
inspired word of God. The challenge is that there are 66 books in the Bible, 23,00 verses, and hundreds of
				
pericopes (a fancy theological word for story). The even greater challenge is that sometimes the Bible is
				
silent on important contemporary issues, sometimes it contradicts itself and almost always it can be very
				
confusing. How are we ever supposed to boil all of this down to defining principles for our lives? This
				
sermon series will be twofold – first, hear Pastor Brian’s Core Principles as he has discerned them over his 30
				
years of Christian experience and learn how you can develop your own set of Core Principles founded in
				
scripture and based in real experience.				
Core Principles #4 -- Christianity is Communal (Sunday, October 4)
Sunday readings: Matthew 22:37-39, Acts 2:43-47
					
Core Principles #5 -- We must practice our faith (Sunday, October 11)
Sunday readings: 1 Peter 2:4-5, Matthew 6:1-15
Core Principles #6 -- The Holy Bible is our primary document (Sunday, October 18)
Sunday reading: 1 Thessalonians 1:6-8, John 13:12-15, Mark 1:16-20
Core Principles #7 -- We are the product of a gracious God (Sunday, October 25)
Sunday reading: Luke 15:11-32, Romans 6:20-23
Core Principles #8 -- We live as a blessing in the world (Sunday, November 1)
Sunday reading: John 6:1-13, 15:4-5

Campus Reopening

On March 15 we were ordered to close our church campus by Public Health
and Denominational Officials. We initially thought this would be a few weeks
of inconvenience and soon learned we were in for a far longer closure…..over
six months now. Just to be clear, the campus has been closed for these months
but the church has been open – in fact, the church may have been more active
during these six months than ever before. That being said, WE ALL WANT TO
GET THE CAMPUS OPEN AND RETURN TO SOME KIND OF IN PERSON
MINISTRY ASAP. Here is what is currently happening in this regard:
• We are awaiting permission from Denominational Leaders to open for “in person”

worship, currently we are not allowed to do so
• We are finishing the install/testing/training of Live Stream Equipment in both the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall so that we can have live “in
person” worship that is also streamed and watchable from home (this is an important step so that we are not producing separate in person and
virtual services every week, thereby extending our staff and leaders beyond their capacity).
• We are having outdoor, “in person,” masked, and socially distanced communion services every Wednesday at Noon and every Sunday at 2:00 PM.
• Youth Group has transitioned to socially distanced outdoors programming
• We are developing an outdoor and socially distanced Children’s Sunday School option that will be ready when “in person” worship can resume
• The church office is open and you can make an appointment to meet with staff about church business, the Pastor for Pastoral Counseling and
Marcia Araujo in the Counseling Center to take advantage of her services
• We continue to provide virtual options for Worship, LIFE Groups, Children’s Ministry, Youth Ministry, Music Ministries, Prayer, Study,
Committee Meetings and more
Just to reiterate….. WE ALL WANT TO GET THE CAMPUS OPEN AND RETURN TO SOME KIND OF “IN PERSON” MINISTRY
ASAP; we are doing our best to steer clear of the over-politization of re-opening, to listen carefully to public health officials and to open the
campus with the best precautions to keep you and your family safe.

September Missions and Outreach
Blessing Bags from UMW

On September 2, 20 Blessings Bags were delivered to the teen shelter at Storefront.
These will be distributed to young people as a gift from the women of the United
Methodist Women of Chula Vista FUMC/Womens Wednesday Night Study Life Group.
The bags were sewn with love and concern, and packed with necessities as well as
some fun items. We pray that this small gesture will be received as a sign that we care.
We pray for God’s blessing on the recipients.

Want to get involved?

Though we may not be able to gather in person right now, we can still love our neighbor. Here are a few
upcoming ways to get involved and serve in missions and outreach in the coming weeks and months.
O N CA M P US O R O F F, T E A C H E R S A ND ST UD E NT S NE E D S U PP O R T

SCHOOL
SCHOOL
SUPPLY
SUPPLY
DRIVE
DRIVE
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4TH
12PM - 2 PM
UNDER THE SOLAR PANELS
ITEMS REQUESTED:
HAND SANITIZER
CLOROX WIPES
PPE
TISSUE
COLORED PENCILS, GRAPHITE PENCILS/PENS,
MARKERS, CRAYONS
SPIRAL-BOUND NOTEBOOKS AND INDEX CARDS

2020
THANKSGIVING
FOOD DRIVE

a partnership with the good neighbor enter
PROVIDE A THANKSGIVING MEAL FOR A FAMILY IN NEED
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON!
PURCHASE THE MEAL BELOW AND BRING IT IN A STURDY,

September Drive-Thru Collection

On Sunday, September 6th, our Missions Team collected supplies for local animal shelters.
Timing could not have been better as many shelters are currently housing pets affected by
local fires. More than 3 carts full of kibble, wet food, litter, toys, and bedding were donated
- thank you, church!
Pictured are three of our 2020 Interns. From left to right: Katie, Amber, and Aries.

REUSABLE BAG TO ANY OUTDOOR COMMUNION IN
OCTOBER OR THE DRIVE-THRU DROP ON SUNDAY,
NOVEMBER 1ST FROM 12PM-2PM

shopping list
$15

Ralphs

Gift Card for Turkey

(please write amount on gift card)
1 Large Stuffing Boxed Mix
1 Large Box Instant Mashed Potatoes
1 Large Can of Corn (or 2 Small Cans)
1 Large Can of Green Beans (or 2 Small Cans)

Good Neighbor Center

On Saturday, September 12th, members of our FUMCCV family showed up to
support the Nestor Good Neighbor Center in putting together bags of food for
families in need. Supporting the work of the Good Neighbor Center has become
even more important now that many families find themselves in financial hardship
due to the pandemic. The work of our volunteers will go on to provide meals to
more than 250 families on the first Tuesday of giving alone!

1 Large Can of Fruit Cocktail (or 2 Small Cans)
1 or 2 boxes of JELL-O
1 Can of Cranberry Sauce
1 Large Can of Yams or Sweet Potatoes
(optional)
1 Dessert:
1 Boxed Pie Crust Mix and 1 Can Pie Filling
1 Boxed Cake Mix and 1 Can Frosting

L A ST D A Y T O R E T U R N :
SU N D A Y , N O VE M B ER 1 S T - 1 2 PM -2 P M

Work, Service and Fellowship Day

We will be hosting a work day at the
church on Saturday, November 7th from
7AM-7PM. All ages welcome, bring the
whole family! Come all day or come at
anytime for a couple of hours. Please bring
your masks, most all work will be outside,
and we will be practicing social distancing. Please call or
email Tim Speller if you can come at (619) 651-5386 or
timspeller@hotmail.com.
Can’t come on Saturday the 7th? Our work crew will be at church
every day Monday 11/2 – Saturday 11/7, and you are invited to join us.

Good Neighbor Center

The Good Neighbor Center is in need of nonperishable food donations! Donations for the
GNC can be dropped off during our two weekly
Communion opportunities (Wednesdays, 12pm
and Sundays, 2pm). We will provide a cart for
donations and will transport them to GNC once
a week. The GNC are so appreciative of our
donations, as the need for food donations has increased during
the pandemic. Your donations make a tangible difference in
the lives of others!

Angel Tree

First United Methodist Church Chula Vista is
committed to the health and well-being of
our Angel Tree participants and volunteers.
Due to the global health crisis, we are doing
Angel Tree in a new and effective way this year.
The congregants will be picking their Angel
Tree children virtually to sponsor children. Individuals will
pay online, which includes a Walmart gift card of $20 or $40
and the personal message from the parent. Participants will
be responsible to pay the $2 shipping fee. Please watch out
for more information later. We are still here to spread hope
and your love will transcend to the children and their families
as they celebrate Christmas this year.
If you have any additional questions, please contact Artcel
Ruiz at (619) 861-5309.

