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Making New and Stronger Disciples of Jesus Christ
for the Transformation of the World

Sunday Worship
9am - Traditional (Virtual)
11am - The Crossing (Virtual)

Outdoor Communion Services
12pm - Wednesdays
2pm - Sundays

Church Office Hours
M - Th 9am - 5pm

Morning Prayer Time
8:30am - M-Th
Online via Zoom

Quarantine Cafe
9:45am - Zoom (Virtual)
11:45am - Zoom (Virtual)

Preschool
(619) 482-8228
8am-4pm M - F

Address Service Requested
Dated Material

November
Scriptures

November 1 - John 6:1-13, 15:4-5
November 8- Isaiah 1:17, Matthew 25:40,
		
1 Corinthians 1:10-17

Periodicals rate
Postage Paid

November 15 - Genesis 33:1-17, Luke 23:32-38,
		Matthew 18:15-22
November 22 - Matthew 13:44-48
November 29 - Isaiah 60:1-3, 19-22; John 4:1-15

November
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M a k i n g Ne w a n d St ro n g e r D i s c i p l e s o f Je s us C h r i s t fo r t h e Tra n s for mation of the Wor ld

FUMCCV Voting Guide
John Wesley, the founder of Methodism once said on the eve of voting on October 6, 1774:
“I met those of our society who had votes in the ensuing election, and advised them
1. To vote, without fee or reward, for the person they judged most worthy
2. To speak no evil of the person they voted against, and
3. To take care their spirits were not sharpened against those that voted on the other side.”

November 3 is fast approaching and many, on all sides of the political spectrum, are saying this
election will make all the difference for the future of America. In light of this, here is a voting guide,
of sorts for FUMCCV.
1. Vote as an act of faith and according to your faith
2. Commit to memory Galatians 5:22-23: “By contrast, the fruit
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against
such things.”
3. Commit to word and action the behaviors of the Galatians
passage
4. Converse rather than argue
5. Use facts to support your conversation
6. Remember John 13:35: “By this everyone will know that you
are my disciples, if you have love for one another.’”
7. Be humble in victory
8. Be gracious in defeat
9. Before you say, write, post, tweet, text… think, check yourself, and revisit
the Galatians and John passages.

All Saint’s Day

Did you know the tradition of All Saints’ Day is older than Halloween and in fact Halloween is a derivative of All
Saints’ Day? Each year at FUMCCV we hold a special worship service in the sanctuary to remember those of
				
congregation, family, and friends who have died in the past year. It is a solemn,
				
powerful and poignant service. Each name that is submitted to the church is read, a
				
candle is lit, and a bell is tolled – celebrating that while this person is absent from the
				
body they are present with the Lord.
				On Sunday, November 1st at 7:00 PM we will come together to celebrate the lives of
				
those who have gone on to glory during the past year. Anyone is free to join us for the
				
service, regardless of whether or not you have lost a loved one. The service will be held
				virtually via YouTube Premiere. We will send out the link via email, or you can
				
check our YouTube page (www.youtube.com/fumccv) for the video.

Church Conference - November 5, 6:00PM

Our annual Church Conference will take place this year on November 5 at 6:00PM. This is the annual meeting of all the members
of FUMCCV. It is at this meeting that we vote on Lay Leadership positions for the coming year, approve clergy salary, receive
membership audit reports, vote on candidates for ministry and more. The biggest item on the agenda for this year is a vote on a
new leadership structure that has been in the works for over a year. There are specific bylaws that will be voted on and you can see
the bylaws online at https://www.fumccv.org/charge-conference-november-5-2020/ or pick up a hard copy in the church office
lobby (M-Th, 9-5). This is a proposal that will move us from a multiple committee administrative
structure to a single board governance.
How can I participate?
• You can participate via Zoom. The meeting ID and password are listed below, and you can
also access the link by using the QR code listed to the right. For voting purposes, each person
should have their own device rather than sharing between two people.
Zoom Meeting ID: 928 7740 8831
Password: 372654
• You can also participate live and Social Distanced in the Sanctuary, where we will
watch the Zoom conversation on the screens and take our votes in person.

Preschool Open Enrollment
			
First United Methodist
			
Preschool is open and now
			
enrolling! We have full			
time and part-time
			
options available. Please
			
call the preschool at
			
(619) 482-8228 or email
us at preschool@fumccv.org to reserve your
child’s spot today!

Military Appreciation Sunday

Are you serving now, or have you ever served in the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force or Coast Guard? We would like
to honor you and your family’s service to God and country in worship. On Sunday, November 15, we will celebrate the
selfless service rendered by our military veterans and their families at both services. Veterans include all who are currently
on active duty, reservists, retirees, and anyone else who has proudly worn the uniform of our country. Not only will we
honor the living, but will also remember those who have passed away, some who paid the ultimate sacrifice in service to
their country. Knowing that hardships and difficulties inherent in military service not only affect the service member but
also their spouses and children, we will also be honoring them.
To help us honor your service, the Worship Ministry team is encouraging you to do three things:
1. Provide a digital photo of yourself in uniform to the office by Monday, November 2. Please put your name, rank, rate,
rating, branch of service and dates of service. Email your photo to info@fumccv.org. (If you provided a photo previously,
there is no need to send a new one.)
2. Watch one of the worship services, and let us know in the comments or via the attendance card that you’re watching.
3. Invite a military friend or family to attend worship with you.
Thank you for your service! We are looking forward to honoring you.

Meetings in November

All meetings will be held via Zoom, an online video and phone application. You will receive an email or phone call
with instructions for connecting via video or phone a few days prior to your meeting.
Tuesday, November 3
Prayer
5:30pm

Tuesday, November 17
Endowment
6pm

Tuesday, November 3
Trustee’s
6:30pm
Tuesday, November 17
Finance
7pm

Tuesday, November 10
SPRC
7pm
Tuesday, November 24
Church Council
7pm

November Prayer Calendar

November Financial Update

This year is continuing to be a significant season of transition and change for FUMCCV, and many people around our country.
I believe this process is also are preparing us for the new way in which God will continue to use FUMCCV for His purposes
in the future. If you regularly check our monthly finance report in the Pathway, you already know that our offerings are less
than anticipated year to date. To adjust what we planned for 2020 to what the Lord is providing, several adjustments have been
made.
First, the leaders of each ministry at FUMCCV have been diligent in delaying or forgoing as much spending as possible. We
have been careful to prioritize expenditures and prayerfully consider creative cost-cutting measures. Dave Hall our Chair of
Finance has been a faithful and wise coach to our church leaders in this important process. Second, we have secured funds
through the Cares Act. Just like Joseph in Genesis 41, we have made sure to store up some funds. These reserves will enable
us to flex with the uncertain times. We made some announcements and gave some reports during this process. Giving during
August was right at 100 percent of budget; yet we saw another dip that brought us back to deficit in September.
As we plan to take our giving to the next level during our 2021 Stewardship campaign, I’m looking forward to what is to
come. As the Lord continues to transform and mature us, I believe that His blessing on FUMCCV and to the world through
FUMCCV has just begun. FUMCCV has become refuge to many new online viewers during these uncertain times. With your
support we can continue to be so.
Your investment in this kingdom work is so valuable, your gift matters! Your tithes and offerings are impacting real people,
solving real problems, making the world a little more like heaven. Enclosed in this letter is our pledge card for 2021 and our
narrative budget which outlines what you have done to impact this community and the world. We have also created a pledge
form which you may submit online at www.fumccv.org. We encourage you to use this tool.
It is important that we receive your responses timely, please prayerfully consider your commitment in 2021 as this will enable
us to determine our impact in the community for the upcoming year. Let us do everything we can to support each other and
wonderful work Christ is doing.

Preparing For Advent
Believe it or not, Advent begins this month! The beginning of the
Christian year is an important time for us as followers of Jesus, as we
prepare for his arrival. Every December many celebrate by using the
traditional Advent Wreath – where candles are lit each week to remind
of the coming light of the World. The Prayer Ministry has two ways for
everyone to prepare for the coming of the Christ child.
Advent Sermon Series and Daily Devotional
Our Advent Sermon series is called “Light of the World.” It is based on a book entitled The One True Light by Tim Chester.
A daily Devotional Booklet adapted from the book will be available to guide us through the Advent Season with daily
scriptures, stories, Christmas songs, prayer prompts and instructions on when to light our advent wreath candles.
Advent Prayer Stations
Starting the First Sunday of Advent (Nov 29th) four Special Prayer Stations will be set up in the Sanctuary and the
Narthex. There will be self-guided instructions to help you make the journey to follow the light to the Manger. Each
station will have an activity, and words for reflection and anticipation. The Sanctuary will be open every Wednesday and
Sunday after Communion and one weeknight evening so all may participate at a time that best meets their schedule.
The light shines if the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it!

It is with both excitement and sadness that I share with you that my role as Director of Finance will end this Month. I want
to thank you for such a wonderful opportunity to work, learn, express my faith and grow with you all. After 5 happy and
productive years, I leave with many great memories to cherish for the rest of my life. Just as the feeling of embarking on a new
life journey is exciting, leaving all of you is equally disheartening.
I leave at peace knowing that my replacement is a blessing to this congregation, and that you have
chosen a great candidate to fill my position. It is with this letter that I take the opportunity to introduce
you to Brian Cox as new Director of Operations. For those of you who have not been as fortunate to
personally know Brian, he joined us in 2018 after retiring from his position of Principle Recreation
Manager for the City of Chula Vista in 2014. Brian has been an integral part of our ministry and his
contributions to the staff and the congregation specially during the beginning of the pandemic have
been nothing short of exceptional. Brian is our current Office Manager, he is a part of the Re-opening
Task force, and is well acquainted with the church and preschool finances. I have full trust in the great
work Brian will continue to do for FUMCCV. Please join me in expressing my congratulations to him.
In his stead, our current Administrative Assistant Taylor Lane (formerly Binney) will become our new
Office Manager.
It has been my great joy to serve each of you and this congregation. I will miss you all, but I know God has great things coming.
I ask for continual prayers as our staff members settle into new roles.
Thank you for your support, prayers and encouragement,
Grace and Peace,
Ariana Horcasitas

Campus Reopening

Upcoming Missions and Outreach Opportunities

As we move through the Covid Pandemic and follow guidelines of re-opening our campus
here are opportunities for you to consider below for your worship life. We invite you to read
all below and choose the options that best fits your lifestyle
Online – YouTube
Each Sunday there are two worship services, 9:00 AM., Classical and 11:00 AM., Modern.
You can access these on the Church’s YouTube channel (First United Methodist Church
Chula Vista). If you watch at the appointed worship times you can chat with others who are
watching. If you miss the Sunday morning times, you can watch at any time, as the services
are recorded and stored on YouTube.
Semi-Weekly Communion Service
Each Wednesday at Noon and Sunday at 2:00 PM in the Prayer Garden there is a socially
distanced Service of Holy Communion. This service is a short (15 minute) and intimate
experience.
In-Person Worship
Following Denominational and County Public Health Guidelines, we hope to re-launch in
person worship when Advent begins, November 29th. This is of course dependent upon our
county staying in the red “substantial” category or lower. There will be two services, 9:00 am.
in the sanctuary and 11:00 am. in the Fellowship Hall. Registration is required online, as are
health checks, masks and social distancing (see the instructions in the sidebar). The service
will be a hybrid of live and video elements – most of the spoken word will be live and all of
the sung music will be recorded and played on the screens. This will also be the exact same
service that you will see if you choose the Online YouTube option for Sunday worship,
as the services will be live-streamed beginning this month. According Public Health
Guidelines there will not be a Fellowship Hour following the service and no food or drinks
will be served on campus, and we will not be able to provide nursery care.
This is a great step forward, but we must be patient with one another. Due to social
distancing it will take a bit longer to get into and out of worship spaces, you may not be able
to sit in “your seat”, and some elements of worship will feel unfamiliar, for example, we are
not yet able to sing in worship. However, if we all do our part to stay safe both inside and
outside of church, we can hopefully be together again soon.
In-Person Virtual Viewing
In our attempts to provide a worship experience for everyone, we recognize one group
that is not included in the offerings above – those in vulnerable health situations who do
not have the ability to worship online. This is a small group of people but an important
group. Some people simply do not have online capacity at their home. Some, due to health
concerns, even with Social Distancing, Sunday mornings still should not attend and be
around larger groups. Therefore we have designed a weekly opportunity for a limited group
of people in this particular target group. Each Wednesday afternoon at 2:30 PM we will
show the prior week’s Sunday worship service on the Sanctuary Screens. It will be the same
service that was shown on Sunday morning online. THIS SERVICE IS RESERVED FOR
THOSE WHO CANNOT ACCESS THE ONLINE WORSHIP FROM HOME AND DUE
TO HEALTH NECESSITATE WIDER SOCIAL DISTANCING. If you are interested in this
worship opportunity, please call the office to be added to the registration list.
The only way we will be able to continue doing in-person events is if we follow the health
guidelines as set by the county, state, and conference. All of our guidelines are listed in the
infographic to the right. If we cannot follow these safety guidelines, we will be forced to stop
these in-person worship opportunities.
Thank you for your patience as we have navigated these unprecedented times. We look
forward to worshipping together (in person) as soon as safely possible.

		

Angel Tree

		
First United Methodist Church Chula Vista is committed to the health and well-being of our
		
Angel Tree participants and volunteers. Due to the global health crisis, we are doing Angel Tree
		
in a new and effective way this year. The congregants will be picking their Angel Tree children
		
virtually to sponsor children. Individuals will pay online, which includes a Walmart gift card of
		
$20 or $40 and the personal message from the parent. Participants will be responsible to pay the
		
$2 shipping fee. Please watch out for more information later. We are still here to spread hope
and your love will transcend to the children and their families as they celebrate Christmas this year. If you have any
additional questions, please contact Artcel Ruiz at (619) 861-5309.

Good Neighbor Center

Come help us package food for the GNC on November 14, 9am-11:30am! We have had a regular
crew come for the past few months, but we are always looking for new volunteers! You can also
bring food donations for the GNC to our two weekly Communion opportunities (Wednesdays,
12pm and Sundays, 2pm). We will provide a cart for donations and will transport them to GNC
once a week. The GNC are so appreciative of our donations, as the need for food donations has
increased during the pandemic. Your donations make a tangible difference in the lives of others!

